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HABS NO. DA 4U

‘THE DR, NATHAWIEL BEDFORD MONUMENT

Pittsbourgh, Allegheny County, Pennsvivanisz.

Owmer (Custodian) Trinity Catnedral, (Episcopal), S8ixth
Avenue, Pittsburgh.

Date of Erection 1818 (approximate).

Architect Not knovwm.
Builder Not known.

Pregsent Conditilion Very poor. weathering vadly, stone
surface peeling off at all points., Removed
from original location on South 8ide (of
Pittsburgh) to present site in 1909.

itateriales Soft sandstone.

_ Other Existing Records HNone.

Additional Data: The Monument is now standing in the

' Churchyard of Trinity Cathedral, 8ixth Avenue,
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvanis —
having been moved in 1909 from its originsl
location in the grounds of the former nome of
Dr. Bedford, in what was then known as Biruing-
ham Borough,

Dr, Bedford was one of the prominent
‘citizens of the early days of Pittsburgh, hoving
come to the city from Birmingham, England. He
was the first physician of record to practice
medicine in the city, and was Surgeon at Fort
Pitt, 2s evidenced by his resignation frowm one
of the Englign regluents in 1770. He had his
garly residence in the square bounded by Tenth
Street, Liberty Avenue, Barker Alley and Penn
Avenue, and according to an early chronicle,
"lived like an BEnglish nobleman, with & retinue
of servants and a string of horses and hunting
dogs." He was aleo one of the original Trustees
of Trinity Church uwader the Wiliianm Psann Granst
of 1787; an incorporator of Pittshurgh Acadeny,
1747, (now University of Pittsburgh); and Burgess
of Pittsburgh in 1808.
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, Dr. Redford leid out the torough of Birmingham
on tne Soutnh Bide of the Honongahela River, and located
there in 1314, where he died March 21, 1218, His house
was on the hillgide above the head of South 12%h Btreet,
ant tne monument, erected by nis widow, stood in the
=djecent grounds. When the house was demnolisned in 1906,
it was removed to the Churchyard of Trinity Cathedral,
largely through the efforts of Mr. Oliver Orusby Page

of Pittsburgh, and & bronze tablet recording the fact,
togetner with the original lasonic inscription, was placed
on it by the Pittsburgh Chapter, Daugiters 0f tihe American
Revolutioa.

Dr. Bedford wss & Meson, and instituted the first
Haeonic Lodge west of the Allegheny Mountains, to which the
insignia carved on the panel of the pedestal bears witness.

The Toregoing data obitalned largely from "Pitts-
burgh of Today", by Frank C. Harper; The AweTican Histor—
ical Society, W. Y. 1921, ' .

The Monuwent, made of & soft yeilowlish sandstone;
conglste of a2 sguare pedestal, surmounted by a turned urn— R
like finial. Three sides of the pedestal are paneled, one . . %
panel being plain, one having had an inscription, {now =~
bearing a bronze tablet on wnhich the inscripiion and other
data is given), and the third ornamented with Masonic
ingignia. The fourth side, apprarently nct having been
expoged in ite original location, is not paneled. The
finial is ornamented with carving. The stone, being very
soft, has suffered considerably from weathering, and the
monument is somewhat badly defaced from thie and other
causes, as well as 1ts having been moved from its criginal
to its present location - and in due course of time it will
ne doubt be a total ruin, there apparentily being no means
of preserving it under present clrcumstances.

The inscription on the bronze taklet referred to
is given on the following page.
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DR, NATHAFI®EL BEDFGRD

Died March 21, 1818 Aged &3
Surgeon At Fort Pitt
Trugtee Under Penn Grant
To Trinity Church 17“"
Incorporator of Pittsburgh Acadenmy.
Now University of PﬂnubouT"i 1787
Burgess of Pitteburzs 1806.

rhe Mystic Band of lasons Brigat
Hourn  the Decemged a Son of Light
Whoee Soul Dissclved &t kisery's Grief:
Promptly offered Bweet Relief.

A Wicdowed gpouse Records His Nawme,

O0f Purest Honor, Upright Fame::

A Husbands Falth, A Parents Care

Cleim Hemorv's Tributary Tear.'

Record ¥ithn Originel Masonic Inscription
_ Flaced By The Pittsburgh Chapter
. Daughter's CGf The American Revolution
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